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while y o u b r i n g i n yo u r b i l l s . If you have some, please bring
them up. Do you have an announcement for us?

CLERK: Nr . Pr e s i d en t , Reference Committee will meet in five
minutes in Room 2102; Reference Committee in Room 2102 i n f i v e
minutes .

PRESIDENT: Ref e r e nc e Committee, please heed the announcement
j us t m ade .

EASE

PRESIDENT: If you don't have anything to do, there is some d r y
edibl e b ea ns up in front here, i f you would l i ke t o he l p
yourself you may. John Weihing knows all about them, so you can
a;.-.k him if you want to know h o w t o cook t h em or an yt h i n g .
( Gavel . ) Sen a t o r W e i h i n g .

SENATOR WEIHING: Nr. President and members of the Legislature,
this year Nebraska is number one in the production of dry edible
beans. I thought that you should realize that we h ave a ve r y
high standing with the production in the nation.

PRESIDENT: Nr . C l e r k , you h av e something to do.

CLERK: Nr . Pr e si d en t , you r Committee on Agriculture, whose
Chair i s Sen a t o r Rod Johnson , t o wh om was r e f e r r ed LB 35 ,
instructs me to report the same back to the Legislature with the
recommendation it be advanced to General File; LB 36 and LB 38
to General File, all signed by Senator Johnson as Chair.

Nr. P r e s i d e n t , n e w b i l l s . ( LBs 496- 5 36 . Re ad f o r the first
time by title. See pages 258-66 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. P r e s i d e n t , i n addition to those items, I have t h e h e a r i n g
notice from the Healt h and Human Service Com mittee.
Nr. President, a Reference Report referring LBs 463 through 495.

Nr. President, Transportation Committee, whose Chai r i s Sen at or
Lamb, to whom was referred LB 79, instructs me to r epor t t h e
same back to the Legislature with the recommendation that it be
advanced to General File with committee amendments attached, and
LB 158 to General File, both of those s igned by Sen a t or Lamb
(See pages 268 of the Legislative Journal.)
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S cofae l d .

nay . Hav e y ou a l l v ot ed ? Please r ec o r d .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou , sar . You ' v e he a r d t h e c los i n g a n d
the question is the adoption of the Withem am endment t o t h e
Schmit amendment to LB 89 . Th os e xn f av o r v ote a y e , oppo s e d

CLERK: 33 ay e s , 0 n ay s , Nr . President, on adoption o f Sen at o r
Withem's amendment to the Schmit amendment.

SPEAKER B A RRETT: The amendment x s adopted. N r. P r es > d e n t
(sic), have you anything, mes ages on the President's desk?

CLERK: Nr . President, your Committee on Government whose C h a ir
is S nator Baack reports LB 212 to General File with amendments;
LB 266, G eneral File with amendments; LB 276 , Gen e r a l F i l e wi t h
amendments; LB 503, General File w th amendments; an d L B 69 3 ,
General File with amendments, all signed ty Senator Ba~ck. (See
pages 1 1 9 3 - 9 4 o f t he Lec J r s l at i v e J ou r n a l . )

I have a conf irmation report f:o m th e E d ucation Committee,
Nr. .President, and Senator Lindsay would like to add h i s n am e t o
LB 164 a s c o - i n t r od u c e r . ( See pag e 1 19 5 o f t h e Le g ; s l a t >v e
J ourn a l . ) Th at ' s a l l t h at I h av e , Nr . P r e s > d e n t .

SPEAKER B A RRETT: Th ank y ou , sar . Th e Ch ai r r ec o gn i z e s Sena t o r

SENATOR SCOFIELD: M r . Speaker , I mo v e we ad > ourn un t i l t om o r r o w

SPEAKER BARRETT: Y ou' ve h e a r d the motion to ad jou rn unt i l
tomorrow morning at nine o ' clock. Th ose in favor s ay a y e .
Opposed no . Ay e s hav e i t , motion carried, we are adjourned.

mornrng at 9 : 00 a . m.

Proofed b y :
A rleen N c C r o r y
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J anuary 8 , 1 9 9 0 LB '03 , 7 2 0A , 9 4 3 , 9 4 5 , 10 4 3 - 1 048
LR 236

t he b i l l .

P lease r e c o r d .

SENATOR WESELY: Ye s , M r . Sp e a k e r , I move the advancement of the
bill. It 's a four-year phase-in to bring our caseworkers up to
the standards and move the advancement of the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: A ny d i scu ss i on ? S eeing n o ne , t ho s e i n f avo r
of the advancement o f t h e b i l l p l ea se vo t e a ye, opposed n a y .

C ERK: 29 aye s, 0 n ay s , M r . Pr es i d e n t , on the motion to advance

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 7 20A i s ad v a n c ed . New bi l l s , Mr . Cl er k .

C ERK: M r . Pr e s i d e n t , n ew bi l l s : ( Read LBs 1 04 3 - 1048 b y t i t l e
for the f irst t ime.) LR 236, Mr. President, is a proposed
amendment t o Ar t i c l e V I I I , Section 1, of the Nebraska St at e
Constitution. That i'. o ff e re d by Sen a t or Withem. (See
pages 209-12 of the Legi'. lative Journal.)

Mr. President, I have requests from Senator Lynch t o add h i s
name to LB 503; Senator Pirsch to LB 945 and Senator Pirsch to
LB 943. That's all that I have, Mr. Presid e n t . ( See p a g e 2 1 2
o f t h e L e g i s l at i v e Jou r n al . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Withem, for what purpose

SENATOR WITHEM: M r . Speaker, I would move tha we adjour n u n t i l
Tuesday morn i ng , Jan u a r y 9 , at 9 : 0 0 a .m .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou . You' ve heard the motion to adjourn
until tomorrow morning at 9:00 a.m. All in f avor s ay aye.
Opposed n o . Aye s have it, motion carries,w e are a d j o u r n e d
until nine tomorrow morn: ng.

d o yo u r i s e ?

z" j

o~iog s4 .P roofed b y :
L a era B e n i s c h e k
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is the bill requests submitted to the b ill d rafters, bill
drafting staff by noon Tuesday, January 16 will be guaranteed to
be ready for introduction before adjournment on t he 10t h
legislative day, Tuesday, January 16 at noon is the cutoff for
bill introduction on the 10th day.

Mr. President, a hearing notice from the A ppropriations
Committee, signed by Senator Warner as Chair.

And a new A bill, LB 723A by Senator Wesely. ( Read by t i t l e f o r
t he f i r s t t i me . Se e p age 31 1 o f t h e L eg i s l at i ve Jou r na l . )
T hat ' s all that I have, Mr. President.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Senator Weihing, since
you are there at the microphone, perhaps you would make a mot i o n
to re c e ss t h e bo d y .

SENATOR WEIHING: Mr. Speaker, members of the L egislature, I
make a motion that we recess until one-thirty this a fte r n o o n .

SENATOR LANDIS: You' ve heard the motion. Al l i n f av o r say a ye .
Opposed nay . W e ar e i n r ec ess .

RECESS

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: Re c o r d , Mr . Cl e r k .

ASSISTANT CLERK: Th e r e i s a quorum present, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k you . With a quorum present, anything to

ASSISTANT CLERK: Two it ems, Mr. President, Banking Committee
gives announcement of hearings, and new b i l l s . ( Read f o r t he
f i r s t t i me b y t i t l e : L B 1126 . See p ag es 312 - 1 3 of t he
Legis l a t i ve J ou r n a l . ) Th a t i s al l t ha t I h av e .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k you . We wil l r et r e at on G e n e r a l F i l e t o
LB 503 and 503A, the bills that were passed over this m orning .
Senator Goodrich is back with us. Mr. Cl e r k .

read i n t o t he r e co r d ?
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ASSISTANT CLERK: LB 5 03 was introduced by Senator Goodrich.
(Read title.) The bill was introduced on January 18 of last
year. It was referred to the Government Committee. They repor t
that bill to Gen eral File with committee amendments,
Ã r. Pres ident . (See page 1194 of the Legislative Journal, First
Session. )

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y ou , s ir . Sena t o r B e r n a r d - S t evens ,
would you handle the committee amendments, please, on 503?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Nr . S p eaker , I w o u l d be
delighted to. T he committee amendments, first of all, to give
the body a brief history of the bill, it was presented t o t h e
Government Committee last session, and to be quite honest with
you, the Government Committee felt that there wasn't a l o t of
thought, forethought into particular salaries and the levels
that were set. The committee certainly did not agree t h at we
needed to make an adjustment, there should be an adjustment, but
we wanted a l ittle bit more thought behind the particular
adjustments being made. So the committee killed t he b i l l
orig i n a l l y wi t h t he idea that we n eeded to come back. . . t h e
committee was not going to sit and rewrite pieces of
legislation, we had other things we had to do, but if there was
a rethinking and they came before the committee again, we would
certa i n l y l o o k a t i t , and we did s o . So 503 wa s r e s u r r e c ted and
the committee amendments that you have before you are what the
committee felt to be a solid proposal to bring before the body.
In essence, the salaries are set as you see in the handout in
front of you, but I will tell you that, basically, we have t aken
the midrange of most of the salaries that our surrounding states
from Nebraska, with the exclusion o f I l l i n o i s , and I l l i no i s ,
quite honestly, is far, far beyond any state in what they pay
their constitutional officers, and simply was ou t of t h e
question and threw everything out of balance,so Illinois was
not included in that. So I can't tell you that it t akes the
midrange, in fact, it is actually a little bit below the
midrange. In a handout that hopefully that you may have, f o r
the example, the Governor, will be no change in the 65,000 that
is proposed in the bill. Lieutenant Governor, i t wo u l d be
47,000, the original bill had 50,000. S o we have r educed t ha t a
tad bit and I know some of the candidates. . .some of t h e , e x c u se
me, senators in here that are considering Lieutenant Governor
may be a l ittle nervous about that, but we felt 47,000 to be
adequate for the position. And we move on down to where you c an
see the adjustments from what was in 503, which would be about a
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midrange, and in some cases, they were decreased; in some cases,
they were increased depending upon what the committee felt the
work load of the office was. And I know all the constitutional
off i ce s w o r k ve r y h a r d , and I know we need to make the salaries
commensurate, particularly when we get into Attorney Generals or
State Auditors or the State Treasurer, and so on . Th a t i s the
nature of the committee amendments. The committee amendments
would, in essence, become the majority of the bill starting with
the Governor ' s 65 , 0 0 0 . And with that, that concludes my remarks
on the committee amendments and I urge their passage, i f t her e
be no further discussion at this point.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . Discussion purpo s es on t h e
committee amendments, Senators Chambers, Wesely, Goodrich , and
Schimek. Senator Chambers:

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr . Ch a i r m an, and members of the Legislature,
I will go ahead and make my comments now since the committee
amendments are likely to be adopted and will become the bill. I
think that whenever there is a bill before us t o rai se the
salaries of various state officers, we should support those
efforts. Never have we been extravagant in the amount of money
that we would accord these various positions, a nd I h op e t h a t
today, as I have indicated in the past when we we re on t hese
bills, we will not consider the personality or the politics of
whoever h appens to b e sitting in the office. This sa l ar y
increase may or may not redound to the benefit of whoever is in
office now. It will not take effect until four years from now,
whatever that date is. So the person currently in office should
not be a basis for us voting against these increases. I f t h a t
is the reason for voting for the increases, I have n o p r ob l em
since I am in favor of the increases regardless of the motive.
If I, personally, were the one to establish salaries that I felt
were appropriate for these various offices, I would probably
raise the amounts for at least some of them. I would certainly
raise the salary of the Governor. I just have a feeling that
the highest elected official in the state should probably have
the highest salary, even when it comes to those individuals who
are appoin t ed . Now I would never say that the Governor's salary
should be equ al t o that of the football coach because we all
know nobody would pay any"hing to see the.. .pay anyth ing t o see
t he G o verno r do anything except maybe be burned at the stake
whereas many people pay l a r g e amounts regularly each weekend
during the season just to see the team that the football coach
coaches. So with the exception of people associated with the
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Athletic Department, some people in the university system who
are not elected persons, I think the Governor'e salary should
h ave.. . t here should b e a gap between the salary paid the
Governor and the next highest. Right now there is one, but I
think that the salary should be higher than the $65,000.
However, something is better than nothing, and for now, I will
vote to accept the committee amendments because that might be
the only way we will have a bill before us.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Yes , Nr . Sp e aker, members, I would echo Senator
Chambers remarks. I thin k for whatever we may feel about
certain officeholders, the office itself is what we are talking
about here. And I do recall one of the reasons, for instance,
the State Treasurer and State Auditor salaries are so l ow at
35,000 is some disenchantment with some of the performances in
those offices held those salaries so low and that will raise
them to forty-nine, five, I think is appropriate, despite my
personal view, the State Auditor should be under the Legislature
and not an independently elected office. I did talk to Senator
Bernard-Stevens a b out this and I think it is probably correct
that even with the raise. in the salary for the Governor to
65,000, I think we would still be on the low end nationally. I
remember a survey done of governors salaries and at 58,000 our
Governor was one of the lower four or five in the whole country.
I am sure going to 65 would still be low. That is a lot of
money. Nost Nebraskans, 99 percent of us pr o bably wou ld be
happy to have that kind of salary, but on a comparative basis,
it isn't out of range. So I, too, would rise in support of the
committee amendments and to th e bill and encourage
consideration, perhaps, to even further amendment to the bill
later on to make sure we are, in fact, adequately compensating
people for these important positions.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Goodrich, please.

SENATOR GOODRICH: Just a short word that as introducer of t he
bill I do concur with the committee amendments and would,
wholeheartedly, suggest we adopt those. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schimek, followed by Senator Nelson.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Nr. President, and members of the b ody, I
would just like to say if the voters had been a little smarter

8285



January 12, 199 0 LB 503

off i ces'?

in 1986, I wouldn't be standing here today asking fo r you to
support this measure. I would be one of the happy recipients of
this measure, but the public has spoken and I would like to
speak and say that I don't think these are out of line at al l .
I would just...in fact, I would echo what both Senators Wesely
and Chambers said that, perhaps, the Governor' s salary does need
to be adjusted somewhat upward. But I would like to ask
Senator, w ha t i s your name, Bernard-Stevens, Pete, could you
tell me in other states, do t he y ha v e t he s e sa me k ind o f
disparities in salaries or was there some subjective judgment
used here in allocating those kinds of figures for the different

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: That is a good question, Senator
Schimek. In fac t, there was a wide range of differences at
times. What the committee wanted to try to d o is to not
necessarily go into an or d er of ran k and say we are g o ing to
start at a ceiling and then, by rank, go down and each on e be
lower because the committee realised that though the Secretary
of State may, in fact, be higher on the list than State Auditor,
vice versa, we tried to not only look at the various states
average sa l a r i e s but also we tried to look at Nebraska as to
what we felt was an area that had more of a work l oad . Now
mderstand I s aid not more of an importance, n ecessari ly , b u t
more of a work load and more responsibility to do more thi n g s .
And we tried to take that into consideration when we began
' ooking at how we were going to apply salaries below the ceiling
of 65 .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you, Senator .

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognises Senator Nelson.

SENATOR NELSON: Nr . Sp e aker, and members of the body, I guess I
have to echo what the other senators have said and particularly
as you can obviously see our Governor's salary and so on, but
just a couple of years ago in the Legislature, I remember
Senator Remmers and I and I am not quite sure who else, I think
Senator Landis, we did extensive work on these constitutional
officers' salaries and I will tell you it was not necessarily
too easy to get the raise that we affected at that time. And I
think the Public Service Commission Officers entered into the
picture, and so on, so I somewhat sense I t hi n k the sal ar i e s
were only raised a couple of years ago. I don' t k now whether we
are treading on the right ground or not, but with that, I will
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Bernard-Stevens.

one or two of these additional salaries.

excuse me, Senator Chambers, further discussion' ?

just withhold, but for some of the new senators, a nd I kn o w w e
certainly did a lot of work on it at that time.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Any other discussion on the
adoption of the committee amendments'? Senator B e r n ard-Stevens,

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, and members of the Legislature,
just to serve notice on what I intend to do. I know I could
amend the committee amendments with less than a majority vote,
but I don't just want to amend the committee amendments and not
have a chance of success at what I want to do. So I am not
going to offer an amendment at this time, but a fter t h e
committee amendments have been adopted, then I may try to amend

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. For purposes of closing, Senator

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Just a quick comment, actually to
Senator Schimek from myself, Senator What' s-his-name, and that
would be that she commented that the voters, if they had been a
little wiser, may have voted differently, and I suggest t o h e r
that the voters were very wise in what they d id beca use t hey
wanted her here, so t hat we could have her input here in the
body, and that we appreciate. With those comments, I would move
the committee amendments.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you. T h e q uest ion i s the adoption of
the committee amendments to LB 503. All in favor vote aye,
opposed nay. H a v e you a l l v o t e d? Please record.

CLERK: 25 a y es , 0 n a ys, Mr. Pr e s ident, on adoption of committee

SPEAKER BARRETT: The amendments are adopted. To the bill as
amended, Senator Goodrich.

SENATOR GOODRICH: Mr. President, and members of the body, just
to...one note of reference to Senator Nelson's comments, we did,
the last time we changed the salaries of the constitutional
officers was back in '86. This one will not become effective
until '91, middle of '91, the reason for that being that, as
most of you know, the salary of a constitutional officer cannot,
or a j u dge, ei t h er on e , as far as that goes, cannot change while

amendments.
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they are in office. So unless there is a certain unusual set of
circumstances that happens to happen, which is highly unusual,
but in other words, you have to do this kind of legislation
while they are in their current session of office to be
effective after the elections, and, consequently, that is why we
do it in this particular kind of a year. Since the committee
amendments are now the bill, they have been explained. On the
material that I had passed out, you will notice that t he f r on t
page of it shows what we are currently paying each one of them,
and what, on the right hand column, it shows what the committee
amendments recommends, and then in the very next to the last
page of that handout is a comparison of the various jobs with
the surrounding states around us, and that is on the next to the
last page. T here is also an indication as Senator Schimek was
asking as to is there that much disparity between the positions
that is reflected in that next to the last page also. So in
essence, we are be i ng ver y c onse r v a t i v e about t he s e r a i ses .
They are not in effect...will not go into effect even if we pass
them until after the elections. We also, and a very important
point that we all should keep in mind, we must have this
particular bill passed prior to the filing of the new candidates
or the current candidates, whichever, so that the filing fees
will be determined based on the next salaries as opposed to this
salary, that sort of thing. We just need to k now b e f o r e t he
elections what the filing fee should be,and then, i n es s ence ,
tne salaries will have been set for the next term of each of
these before we even know who is going to occupy the job. So,
consequently, I would advance...I would move, rather, to advance
LB 503 to Select File.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y ou . Di scu s s i o n . Mr. Cle rk , y o u have
an amendment on the desk.

CLERK: Mr . President, Senator Chambers would move to amend the
bill by raising...would you like me to read, Senator,.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a tor Ch a mbers.

CLERK: ...by raising the Governor's salary by $10,000 and each
of the other constitutional officers salaries by $5,000.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Speaker, you didn't know I was such a
good ventriloquist, did you? That was me sp e ak in g a nd y ou
thought it was the Clerk, but, anyway, what I am trying to do is
establish that gap between the Governor's salary and the next
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Bernard-Stevens.

hi.ghest, which would be the Attorney General. I f you would l i k e
to divide the question so that we deal only with the Governor' s
salary, and then make the remaining salaries a separate issue, I
wouldn' t, have any objection to that. But if you accept the
amendment as I have offered it, the Governor would then be
making $75,000 a year, which is not really that large an amount
of money for the position that the Governor holds. I t h in k a
point has t o b e r e ached wh ere as a Legislature establishing
policy we must show by the votes that we cast what we think of
the significance of some of these offices and the work that they
do, the responsibilities that go along with the office, and I
say, again, that we should look beyond the individuals who sit
in the office because now we are doing something that relates to
the office, itself. When you consider that the Governor is the
highest elected official in this state, that the Governor
symbolizes what the state is, and will go various places around
the country representing the state, $75,000 is really not an
exorbitant amount of money. Even if the Governor were somewhat
ceremonial as in some cases a President has been, the salary
that attached to the office was not based on the individual who
happered to sit there. As a matter of fact, there is a period
during the early 1900's and you might even say the late 1890's ,
or t h e l at e 1800 ' s , when you had a series of presidents who
probably were as honorable or no more dishonorable than anybody
else who sat in that office, but it is difficult to remember who
they are, and which order they occurred in, but simply because
they were so nondescript, they didn' t... thei r pr es e nce d i d not
result in a diminution of the accoutrements of the office. So I
hope that we can get enough votes to raise the Governor' ssalary
by $10,000, and these others by five. If you are in favor of
raising the Governor but want to discuss t he ot he r s
i ndividual l y , t hen I w i s h an y body w h o feels that way would
divide the question so that the Governor is taken and t hen t he
rest will be taken as a group.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Discussion on the Chambers
amendment? Senator Hefner, followed by S enators G o odr i ch and

S ENATOR HEFNER: Nr . P re s i dent , and members of the body, Senator
Chambers, c o u l d I have your attention, please. Okay, you a r e
going to raise the Governor's salary to 75,000. You say that i s

SENATOR CHANBERS: From what is in the committee amendments.

a $10,000 increase from what'?
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ncrease i s t h at ' ?

S ENATOR HEFNER: O k a y , and now the Governor is getting 60,000.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Fifty-eight.

SENA OR HEFNER: Fifty -eight, o kay . Oka y , wh at p er c e n t a g e

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Sen at o r Hefner, I am not t ha t go od i n
mathematics but it is a bout a 3 pe r c e n t i nc r ea s e .

SENATOR HEFNER: Ok ay . (Laughter) I thought maybe you would

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Oh , okay, I wi l l b uy t ha t .

SENATOR HEFNER: Okay, but I would like to ask you a q u e s t i on ,
why s h o u l d we r ai se these constitutional officers o f a mo r e
percentage increase than the ordinary state employee is getting?
Why shoul d n ' t we u se a schedule for them, too?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: First of all, we can raise state employees
sala r i e s ye a r l y , which we d o , an d we can th row in fringe
benefits and other things, but what happens here is that you can
d o i t on l y af t e r an e l ec t i on . I mean they cannot r eceive a
rais duri ng th e term of their election, so fo r f ou r ye ar s , o r
whatever the period of that term of office is, t her e c a n b e n o
' ncreas e f o r t h em. And there has been a time. ..let me see what
Senator Goodrich is offering here to c onfuse me .

SENATOR HEFNER: Okay, Senator Chambers, we are using my time.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Oh , one t h i n g , t he ave r ag e for Gov e r no r s
right now is $77,000 so I would still have us below that.

SENATOR HEFNER: Okay, that is okay but have we been that far
off the mark for the last four years?

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: U h- h u h.

S ENATOR HEFNER: O k a y .

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: O ka y , well, Glenn said it is 30 b ut I am
trying to be gentle and k in d t o u s .

say r e v enue n e u t r al .
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SENATOR HEFNER: Okay, what kind of bothers me is that we are
going to raise the constitutional officers' salaries more of a
percentage than what we are raising the state employees. I f w e
have raised the state employees, say, 6 p e r c en t a y e a r f or t he
last four years, that would be 24 percent. Now why w o u l d we
want to raise the constitutional officers'salaries more than
that '? So I am going to ur ge you to defeat the Chambers
amendment because I think we are going a little bit too far
here. I realize that we need to set these salaries f our ye ar s
i n a d v ance , b ut even at that, I think we should stay pretty
close to what we are paying the other people, or what pe rcentage
i ncrease we are u s i n g . So I would just like to h ave y o u r
consideration on that.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r G o odr i c h .

SENATOR GOODRICH: The point I was going to make is what I just
pointed out to Senator Chambers so he could make it in response
to Senator Hefner's cpaestion relative to what we should be
paying the Governor. The average, as I said, i s 77 , 2 0 0 r i g h t
now. That is the average of all of the states added together
and averaged out, the average Governor's salary is 77,000 r ight
now. Senator Chamber's proposal would be 2,000 even below that.
However, the other thing is that if you take, for example, the
Governor ' s s a l a r y , t he amount of increase, for example, i s
$17,000, including the committee amendment and the Chambers
amendment would be $17,000 w h i ch i s , i n e ssenc e , about
28 percent. Dividing that by the four years, you get about 6,
no, 7 pe rcent a v e r age i n c r ease . So it isn't too far from what
we are doing for the rest of the state employees. I t i s j us t
that we don't do this for the constitutional officers and we
can't do it except every four years or longer.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r B e r n a r d - S t e v ens .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: The comments I was going to make have,
'n essence, been said but I would like at least to clarify for
the body that it really...the committee is not and certa i n l y I
am not going to sit here and say whether this should be that
amount or this particular constitutional officer s hould ha v e
another. Tha t is simply for the floor to decide. However, I
would point out that Senator Chambers' amendment, at least for
the Legislature's information, putting it up to $75,000, the
average for the United States or in this particular area, at
least, is 77,000. So it would not put us in the upper end. It
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would simply put us a tad bit below the average, and as I have
been trying to figure in my head and on paper, what the $5,000
would do to the other constitutional officers, we have , i n
essence, the same effect. So what I said before still h'olds
true. The committee amendments that were agreed upon, and n ow
the bill that we have it, with the ceiling at 65,000, the
numbers that we have within the proposal now are on the low side
of ave r age . Sen a t o r C hambers ' amendment would simply put us to
the average. Now all of us have always difficult times when we
talk about salary increases. Certainly, we always get a l i t t l e
nervous when we were talking about our own salary increases a
year or so ago, and we are getting nervous about this one, too,
particularly when we have issues out there such as lids, and
control spending, and property taxes unfairness, and a l l of a
sudden now we come out with a pay increase, and I think the body
as b es t as possi b l e needs to try to separate themselves from
those i s sues, and as we can , every four years simply say what do
we need to do to attract the best type of person, what can we do
that would pay the constitutional officers an ad equat e s al a r y
that would be commensurate with other people'? A nd I t h i nk as w e
get to state employees, we will be making that decision based on
the information at that time, Senator Hefner. And I agr e e wi t h
Senator Chambers that we can give state employees every year a
change, i f we want , and what I think would be good to do,
Senator Hefner , a nd o t h e r s , a nd I , t oo , am conce r n ed about
comparisons to other people, like State Patrol and other areas,
that we are doing, but I think what we need to do is say i f we
gave a 4 percent this year, a 3 percent next year, a 4 percen t
or maybe go back f ou r y e a r s , and add up the total percentages
that we have given in four years, how would that, then, compare
to the one percentage increase we are giving for a f ou r - y ear
period. And I think that would probably be a fair computation
a nd comparison . Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . Before recognizing Senator
Chambers, the Chair is pleased to note another very, very happy
occasion. Would the Legislature please recognize the b i r t hday
of the housemother of our Pages, Kitty Kearns. Kitty, would you
stand u p and t ak e a bow. Happy Birthday, Kitty. Senator
C hambers, p l e a s e .

SENATOR CHANBERS: N r . Sp e a ke r , and members of the Legislature,
I am going to ask for a division of the question,and I wou l d
divide it in the following manner. The Governor , an d t ' en the
rest of the offices taken as a group, and I was r ecogn.'wed ju s t
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for the purpose of dividing the question.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Yes . t ha n k y o u . Senator Chambers, y o u a r e
dividing out the Governor from the remaining constitutional

S ENATOR CHANBERS: Ye s , will stay a group, right.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th at is certainly divisible. N o quest i o n
about it. Which section would you prefer to talk about first?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: The G overno r .

S PEAVNR BARRETT: T h e G ove rn o r .

SENATOR CHANBERS: Yes�.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognises Senator Chambers.

STATOR CHANBERS: N r . C h a ir m an , and members of the Legislature,
Senator H e f n er , I was being somewhat facet-'~us i n s ay i n g
3 percent, but as pointed out, this is going t c over a p e r i o d
of four years, so if you did average it out, it might c ome o u t
to w h a t , se v en , or s i x , or something like that? But i t i s l e ss
than if it were for one year, and then that increase will occur
yearly. If we started out with these salaries at an equitable
level, then we could build in the increments that w e f i gu r e
state employees might get, and then each four years total them
up and give that amount. B ut as has h appened i n s o m any o t h e r
areas, t he s e s al ar i es have lagged behind what they should be.
This is an opportunity to place them at a respectable and f a i r ,
somewhat fair level, and from this point on, we could make
smaller increases. What the Legislature did l as t se ss i o n and
the Governor agreed with it, and I am appreciative of the fact
that it was done although it didn't put a nickel in m y pocke t ,
is that we raised the salary of the members of the Board of
Parole to a level that was more commensurate with what it should
be. It was not as high as I would have liked it to be, b ut i t
was much better than we had been doing. So this that I am
talking about now is only the Governor's salary , and I doub t
that there is anybody who could honestly say that a $75,000
salary for the Governor, when certain lawyers for public
agencies or political subdivisions make almost t hat m u c h ,
$75,000 is not unreasonable at all. Somebody is always going to
say you get what you pay f o r . If you don't pay anything, you

o ff i c e r s ?

8293



January 12, 1 990 LB 503

are not going to get anything. And that reminds me of something
that Ar mand Hammer sai d as a rationale for paying
extraordinarily high salaries to his employees. H e said he ha d
a number o f r eas ons : One was that if you paid people an
adequate salary, they would be willing to do the work t hat yo u
require of them without feeling they are being set upon and a
type of loyalty would develop. Number two, the salary i s s o
attractive that if the person did not do the work, he or she
would realize that there would be plenty of capable people
willing to take their job, which is an additional incentive to
earn what is being oaid. B ut, finally, he s a i d i f you pay
peanuts, and this is a quo te from Armand Hammer, the Chief
Executive Officer of Occidental Petroleum, the man who even
during the coldest era of the Cold War could fly his jets into
Russia or any of its satellites. Armand Hammer said, "If you
pay peanuts, you get monkeys." And we don't want that to happen
in this state. So I am asking that you consider the
reasonableness of $75,000 as a salary for the Governor, and I
hope you will support this amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion on the first part of
the divided question. Senator Wesely, would you care t o d i scuss

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr . Sp e aker, members. I would rise
in support of this amendment by Senator Chambers. For those of
you who followed the interaction between myself and the Governor
in the last few years, you probably wonder why I would r ise i n
support of a salary increase for anybody in the Governor' s
Office, but I think, appropriately, the office deserves h i gh e r
compensation, and I r ecall some years ago talking to some
individuals interested in running for that position, n ot b e i n g
able to because of the salary level, a nd I s i mply t h i nk f o r t h e
most important position in state government, though some I think
have argued that the Game and Parks Commission position was more
important, but I would argue the Governor's position is the most
important in state government, and it ought to pay commensurate
with that responsibility. Also in looking at the university
president salaries that we have had some d i s c ussion w ith o f
late, they are well over $100,000. I think you could find
comparisons to other offices even within state government that
pay more t h a n t he $75,000 we would be talking about here. I
think the Governor's position deserves a better compensation so
I would support this increase as proposed by Senator Chambers.

i 't?
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y ou . Any other discussion'? Senator
Chambers, any closing statement on the first part of the divided
q uest i o n ?

S ENATOR CHANBERS: N r . Cha i r m a n , and members of the Legislature,
I r e a l l y h o p e we w i l l v ot e i n fa v o r of t hi s ame ndment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question before the body is the a dopt i o n
of the first part of the question which was divided b y S e n a to r
Chambers. Those in favor vote aye, opposed nay .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairman, I am going to ask for a call of
the house and a roll call vote.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . The que s t i on i s , s hal l t he ho u s e
go under call? Those in favor vote aye, o p posed n ay . Rec or d .

CLERK: 17 ay e s , 3 nay s , N r . Pr e s i de n t , t o go u n de r ca l l .

SPEAKER BARRETT: The h ou se i s u nde r cal l . Memb er s , p l e a se
retur n t o you r sea t s and r e c o rd yo u r pr e se n c e . The house i s
under call. Membe rs outside the C hamber, please r etu r n .
Senator Labedz, the house is under call. Members, please return
to yo ur sea t s f o r a roll call vote. Senator Labedz, please
check in. Members, please go to your s eats for a ro ll cal l
vote . (Gavel.) Proceed with the roll call, Nr. Clerk.

C:ERK: (Rol l c al l
L gislative Journal.)

v ote t ak e n. See p age s 31 3- 14 o f t he
22 ayes , 1 6 n a y s , N r . Pr e s i d e n t , on t he

amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion fails. The call is raised.
Chambers, w o u l d y o u ca r e t o discus s t h e seco n d p ar t
d iv i d e d q u e s t i on ?

SENATOR C HANBERS: Nr. Chairman, in order not to prolong the
c iscus s i on , a n d w e are so short in terms of numbers, a nd we h a v e
t aken a v o t e , I wi l l no t d i scu s s b u t I wi l l h ave t o g o on an d

Senato r
o f t he

take a vote on it.

SPEAKER BA R RETT: The mat ter is deb atable.
B ernard - S t e v ens , would you care to discuss the matter?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Just briefly, I, also, do not want to
take any more time particularly on this issue, but it is

Senator

8295



January 12, 1 9 9 0 LB 503

to Select File.

somewhat discouraging. I have a feeling that if 49 senators
were here, that amendment would go. It is always interesting on
the floor to he ar a lot of discussion w hy we need t o d o
something and have no discussion, whatsoever, from people who
a re o p posed . No d i scuss i o n took place on those that were
opposed. I don't know if they are afraid to state their reasons
on the floor because they are afraid of what repercussions would
be, but it would always be interesting for pe o p l e w h o wer e
opposed to that if they'd have the courage to come up and say
this is why I don't want that particular proposal. This i s why
it is not good to s et salaries at the average level of the
states around us. This is why it is not good to encourage good
people to run for political office so we can have the best
quality as possible. I would love to hear the arguments,
particularly since, if I remember correctly, if you set it at
75,000 and you are afraid the Governor might veto it, which Idon' t be l i ev e that she would, but if there is feelings out
there, I seem to remember that we might be able to l ine-item
certain things down, and it would certainly give the Governor
some discretion. I would love to hear some discussion on t h a t
other side. Fortunately, we do have another level on Select
File when more senators will have a little bit more courage and
we will have a few more people here to do what needs to be done.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT:
Chambers?

:SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, and members of the Legislature,
to demonstrate the wisdom of our changing the rules, I will now
ask unanimous consent to withdraw the remainder of that motion.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Is there objection? Seeing none , s o o rd e r e d .
Thank you. Back to the bill, Senator Goodrich.

SENATOR GOODRICH: Just move that we advance the bi l l , LB 50 3 ,

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Any d i scu s s i o n ? Seeing none,
those in favor of that motion to advance the bill please vote
a ye, opposed nay . Ha v e you a l l vot e d ? Please r e co rd .

CLERK: 3 0 ay es , 3 nays, Mr. President, on the advancement of

A ny o t h e r d i sc u s s i o n ? A ny c l o se , S e n a t o r

LB 503.
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now, and we will change it on Select File.

SPEAKER BARRETT: L B 503 i s ad v a nced. LB 5 0 3A.

CLERK: LB 503 A , Mr. P resi d e n t , offered by Senator Goodrich.
(Read t i t l e . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Goodrich.

SENATOR GOODRICH: M r . President, and members of the body, I
would move that we advance 503A. There will be an amendment
coming on Select File, that we can put on Select File, in other
words, to get the last minute figure of it now that we know what
the figures are that are being considered by the body. We wil l
have the amendment drafted and put it on on Select Fi le , so I
would move we'd just advance 503A to Select File as it is right

S PEAKER BARRETT: I s t h er e d e b a t e ? If not, those in fa vor of
the advancement of the A bill vote yes,o pposed no . Ha v e y o u

C LERK: 30 e y es , 0 n a y s , Mr . P r e s i d e n t , on the advancement of

all voted? Please record.

503A.

S PEAKER BARRETT: L B 503A i s adv a n c ed . To LB 4 6 5 , M r. Cl e r k .

C LERK: Mr . Pr es i d e n t , 465 was a bill that was introduced by
Senator Chambers. (Read title.) The bill was i nt r oduced o n
J anuary 1 7 of l a st y ear . At that time, it was referred to the
Judiciary Committee. The bill was advanced to General File.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Se n a tor Ch ambers, would you care to e xplain

SENATOR CHANBERS: Yes , Nr. Chairman, and members of t h e
Legislature, this is a bill that would prohibit discrimination
against people with the HIV, which is the human immunodeficiency
vi r us , and AI DS, which is the acquired immunodeficiency
syndrome. What this bill is designed to do is to protect people
in t he ar eas of housing, employment, educat i on , schoo l
attendance, and public accommodations. It had a hearing before
the Judiciary Committee and emerged from the committee without a
dissenting vote. What I wish is that all of the members of this
Legislature and the public at large could have sat i n on t ha t
hearing because we had representatives from a number of health
agencies , wh i c h wou l d include the Health Department, the

your b i l l ' ?
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not, the question is the advancement of the A bill. All those
in 'favor vote a y e . .. s ay aye . Opp o sed nay. It i s adv anced.
Nr. Clerk, do you have anything for the good of the cause?

CLERK: Nr. President, I do. Nr. President, your Committee on
Retirement Systems, whose Chairperson is Senator Haberman, to
whom was referred LB 953, instructs me to report the same back
to the Legislature with the recommendation it be advanced to
General File. That is signed by Senator Haberman. (See
p age 397 of the Journal . )

Nr. President, I have a aeries of hearing notices from Judiciary
Committee, Appropriations Committee, Health and Human. Services
and Revenue, all signed by the respective chairs.

Mr. President, Senator Kristensen has amendments to LB 159 to be
printed. Enrollment and Review respectfully reports they h a ve
carefully examined and reviewed LB 37 and recommend that same be
placed on Select File; LB 742, LB 662, LR SCA, LB 50, .LB 543,
L B 422, LB 409 , L B 50 3 , .LB 503A, and LB 465 all to Select File ,
some of which have Enrollment and Review amendments attached.
(See pages 398-408 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, new bills. First of all, Nr. President , t wo
constitutional amendments, LR 244, offered by Senator Schmit.
And LR 245 offered by Senator Hefner. (Read brief summary of
resolutions. See pages 408-11 of the Journal. )

Nr. President, new bills. (Read LBs 1220-1242 by title for the
first time. See pages 411-17 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, reminder, Reference Committee will meet at
three-thirty today in Roo m 2102, Reference Committee at
three-thirty in 2102. A final r eminder, Nr . President.
Chairmen's meeting tomorrow morning at nine...i'm sorry, at
eight-fifteen in Room 2102, Chairmen's meeting, eight-fifteen,
in 2102. Tha t's called by the Speaker. That is all that I
have, Nr. Pr e s ident.

PRESIDENT: I understand that we have 434 new bills introduced
this year. Thi s is the last day,of course. So you might be
interested in that. S enator B a ack , yo u ' re cl os e to yo u r
m icrophone, would yo u like to adjourn us until nine o' clock
tomorrow morning, please.
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LB 503 .

Mr Cl e r k .

adopted , c a . r i ed .

all, to the A bill.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move that LB 50, as a mended ,
be advanced to E & R for engrossment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Di scu ss i o n ? Seeing n o ne , t h o s e i n
favor of the advancement of the bill say aye. Opposed no . Ay e s
have it, mo tion carried, the bill is advanced . To L B 50 3 ,

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , 503, I have Enrollment and R e v iew
amendments pending, Senator.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S enator L in d s a y .

SENATOR L I N DSAY: I move adoption of the E & R amendments to

SPEAKER BARRETT: Discussion? Sha ll the E & R amendments b e
adopted ? Th o se i n f avo r say ay e . Opposed no . Th ey a r e

CLERK: I have nothing further on that bill, Senator.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t o r L i nd sa y .

SENATOR I N D SAY: Mr. President, I move that LB 503, as amended ,
b e advanced o E & R f or engrossment .

SPEAKER BARRETT: A ny d i s c u s s i o n ? See i n g n on e , t hose xn f avo r
of the mo tion to advance the bill pleasesay aye . Opp o s e d n o .
Ayes have it, motion c arried, the bil l i s ad va n c ed. The
A b i l l , Mr . Cl er k .

CLERK: (LB 503A.) Senator, I have E & R amendments, f i r s t o f

SPEAKER BARRETT: S enator L i n d s a y .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move
E & R amendments to LB 503A

SPEAKER BARRETT: Is there discussion? If not, those in favor
of the adopt>on please s ay aye . Opp o sed n o . Carr i e d , t h ey a r e

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Goodrich would now move to amend

the adoption o f the

adopted.
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SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: Welcome to the George W. Norris Legislative
Chamber. Our opening prayer this morning by Pastor Harry Welles
of the Faith United Methodist Church here in L inco ln . Pa st o r
W alles .

PASTOR WALLES: ( Prayer o f f e r e d . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Pastor Walles. P lease come back
and be with us again. Roll call.

CLERK: Quorum present, Nr. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T ha n k y o u . With a quorum present, are t h er e
corrections to the Journal?

CLERK: I have no corrections to the Journal.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any messages, reports or announcements?

CLERK: Mr. Pr esident, your Committee on Enrollment and Review
respectfully reports they have carefully examined engrossed I.R 8
and find the same correctly engrossed; LB 50 , LB 14 3 , LB 50 3 ,
LB 503A, LB 720, LB 720A all reported correctly engrossed, those
signed by Senator Lindsay as Chair of the Enrollment and Review
Committee. (See pages 630-32 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, Senator Elmer would like to print amendments to
L B 369 i n Jou r n al . I have hearing notice from Senator Smith as
Chair of the General Affairs Committee. ( See p a ge s 6 3 2 - 3 3 o f
the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. P r e s i d e n t ,
week. A nd t he
Department of
report will be
Mr. Pr e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Chair is announcing that we wil l
b gi n F i n a l R e a d i n g w i t h LB 821, followed by 822, and then come
b ack t o L B 3 9 9 . We ' l l beg i n F i na l Rea d i n g w i t h LB 821. Will
m mbers please return to theirseats for Final Reading. Those
unauthorized persons please leave the floor. Proceed wi t h t he
r eading o f LB 82 1 , N r . Cl e r k .

report of registered lobbyists for this past
last item, Nr. President, is a report from t he
Social Services filed pursuant to statute. That

available in my office. That's a l l t h at I h ave ,
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Record .

Nr. C l e r k , LB 48 8 .

CLERK: (Read record vote. Se e page 1705 of the Legislative
Journal.) 44 ayes, 0 nays, 4 present and not voting, 1 excused
and not voting, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BA RRETT: LB 3 1 3 A p a ss e s. Sena t o r J ohnson i s
a nnouncing t h e p r e sen c e of some elementary students f rom
Hampton, Neb r a s k a , 6 3 of them in our south balcony with their
teacher. Woulc you folks s tand and b e r ecog n i zed by yo ur
Legis l a t u r e . Th ank y ou . We are glad to have you with us.

CLERK: ( Read LB 488 o n F i n a l R e a d i n g .)

SPEAKER BARRETT: A l l pr o v i s i on s o f l aw relative to pro cedure
h aving b een com p li ed wi t h , t h e qu es t i on i s , shal l LB 4 88 p as s?
All in favor vote aye, opposed n ay . Have y ou a l l voted?
R ecord, p l ea s e .

CLERK: (Read re cord vote. See page 1706 of the Legislative
Journa l . ) 44 aye s , 0 nay s , 3 present and not voting, 2 excused
and not voting, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 4 88 passes . LB 4 88A .

CL RK: ( Read LE' 488A on F i n a l R e a d i n g .)

SPEAKER BARRETT: All pr ovisionsof law relative to procedure
h aving b e e n c o mp l i e d wi t h , t he que s t i o n i s , sha l l LB 4 88A pa ss ?
Those i n f avo r v ote aye , op pos e d n a y . Have you a l l v ot ed ?

CLERK: ( Read re c o r d v o t e . See pag e 17 0 7 of t h e Leg i s l at i v e
Journal.) 45 ayes, 0 nays, 2 present and not voting, 2 excused
and not voting, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 4 88A passes . LB 503 .

CLERK: ( Read LB 50 3 o n F i n a l R e a d i n g .)

SPEAKER BARRETT: A l l p r ov i s i o ns o f l aw relative to procedure
having b een ccmp l i ed w i t h , the question >s, shall LB 503 pass?
Al l i n f av or vo t e a ye , o pposed nay . Ha v e yo u a l l v ot e d? Pl ea se
r ecord . Pl eas e r ec or d .
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CLERK: ( Read re c or d vo t e . See p ag e 17 0 8 of the Le gislative
Journal.) 34 ayes, 12 nays, 1 present and not voting, 2 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 50 3 p asse s . The A b i l l .

CLERK: ( Read LB 50 3 A o n F i n a l Re a d i n g . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: All pr ovisionsof law relative to procedure
h aving b een c o mp l i e d w i t h , the question is, shall LB 503A pass?
All in favor v ote ay e , opposed n a y . Hav e you a l l v ot ed ?

CLERK: (Read record vote. See pages 1708-09 of the Legislative
Journa l . ) 3 3 ay es , 10 nays, 4 present and not voting, 2 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 5 0 3 A p a s s e s . LB 520E.

ASSISTANT CLERK: ( Read LB 520 o n F i n a l Re a d i n g. )

SPEAKER BARRETT: All provisions of law relative to pro cedure
having been complied with, the question is, shall LB 520 with
the emergency clause attached pass? A l l i n f av or v o t e aye,
opposed nay . Have you a l l v o t e d? Rec or d .

ASSISTANT C L ERK: ( Read re c or d v ot e . See p ag e s 1 7 0 9 - 1 0 o f t h e
Legislative Journal.) The vot e i s 4 1 a ye s , 4 nays , 2 p r e sen t
and not voting, .2 excused and not voting, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 5 2 0 E p a s s es . LB 520AE.

ASSISTANT CLERK: ( Read LB 5 20A o n F i n a l Re a d i ng . )

SPEAKER B A RRETT: All provisions of law relative to procedure
having b e e n c o mp l i e d w i t h , the question is, shall LB 520A wi t h
t he em e r g e nc y c l au se attached pass? A ll in favor vote aye,
opposed nay . Have you al l v o t e d ? Rec o r d .

ASSISTANT CLERK: ( Read re c or d v o t e . See pag e s 1 7 1 0 - 1 1 of t he
Legislative Journal.) The vot e i s 42 aye s , 1 n ay , 4 p r es e n t and
not voting, 2 excused and not voting, Mr. Pres i d e n t .

SPEAKER B ARRETT: LB 520AE passes. And while the Legislature
is in session and capable of transacting business, I p r o p os e t o

Record .
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s ign and I d o s i g n , LB 2 72 A , LB 31 3 , LB 313 A , L B 4 8 8, LB 48 8 A ,
L B 503, an d L B 5 0 3 A . L B 5 6 7 , M r . C l e r k

ASSISTANT CLERK: ( Read LB 567 o n F i n a l R e a d i n g. )

SPEAKER BARRETT: All pr ovisionsof law relative to procedure
h aving b een c o mp l i e d w i t h , the question is, shall LB 567 become
law? Those in f'avor vote aye, opposed na y Hav e you a l l v ot ed :
Senator Withem.

SENATOR W ITHEM:
roll call vote.

I would ask for everybody to check in and a

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . Will members please record you r
p xesence . A r o l l c al l vo t e h as b ee n r equested . Sen a t o r He f ne r ,
Senator Lowell Johnson, Senator Byars. S enator M o r r i sse y , would
y ou ch e c k i n , p l e ase . Senator Goodrich. A roll call vote has
been requested and the question is, s hal l LB 5 67 p ass ?

CLERK: (Roll call v ote ta ken . See page 1711-12 o f t h e
Legislative Journal.) 2 7 ayes , 20 n ays , 2 excu se d and no t
voting, Mr. President, on adoption o f or fin a l passage of
LB 567 .

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 567 passes . Th e A b i l l .

CLERK: ( Read LB 567 A o n Fi n al Rea d i n g . )

SPEAKER B A RRETT: All provisions of law relative to procedure
h aving b een c o mp l i e d w i t h , t he q u e s t i o n i s , sh a l l LB 56 7A p as s?
All in favor vote aye, o pposed nay . Reco r d , p l e as e .

CI.ERK: (Read re ord vote. See pages 1712-13 of the Legislative
Journa l . ) 2 7 aye s, 20 nays , 2 excu s e d and n ot v ot i n g ,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 567A p a s s es . L B 6 6 2 .

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d en t , I have a motion on the d esk . Sen a t or
Nelson would move to return the bill for a specific amendment .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th e Ch a i r r ecogn i z e s S e n a t o r Ne l s on .

SENATOR NELSON: Mr . Sp eak e r , and members of the body, I am n o t
sure that all of you are awar e o r no t , I h ad asked f o r an
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1 126, 1 1 70 , 122 0

motion t o r et u r n t he b i l l .

call vote. Nr. Clerk.

morning visiting
i n se ss i on and
sign an d I d o
S enator L yn c h ,
S chimek, p l e a s e .
seats for a roll

CLERK: (Roll call vote t aken. See p a g e s 1 7 1 3 - 1 4 o f t he
Legis l a t i v e Jou r n a l . ) 14 ayes, 3 3 n ay s , Nr . Pr e s i d en t , on t h e

SPEAKER BARRETT: Motion fails. Nr. Clerk, have you a pr i o r i t y

CLERK: I do , Nr . P r es i d ent Nay I read some items?

S PEAKER BARRETT: Pr oce e d .

CLERK: N r . Pr es i d en t , amendments to be printed to LB 338 by the
Health and Human Services Committee. ( See pages 1 7 1 4 -1 7 o f t h e
L egis l a t i v e J ou r n a l . )

Messages that bills read on Final Reading th. s morning ha"e been
presented to the Governor. (Re: LB 10 3 1 , LB 1125 , LB 1170 ,
LB 536 , LB 122 0, LB 112 6 , LB 898 , LB 899 , LB 163 , LB 163A ,
LB 164 , LB 16 4A , LB 187 , LB 18 7 A, LB 25 9 , LB 259A , L B 260 ,
L B 260A, LB 272 A , LB 313 , LB 313 A, LB 48 8 , L B 488A, L B 5 03 ,
LB 503A. See page 1714 of the Legislative Journal.)

A nd LB 2 7 2 A h a s b ee n reported correctly enrolled, Nr. P re s i d ent .
That i s a l l t h at I h av e .

SPEAKER BARRETT: To the motion.

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d ent , the first motion, Senator Hall would move
to recess until one-thirty, Nr. P r es i de nt .

SPEAKER BARRETT: You have heard the motion to recess u ntil
one- t h i r t y . Ail in favor say aye. Opposed no . Ca r r i ed . We

i n t h e so u t h b a l c on y . Wh i l e t h e I .e g i s l at u r e i s
capable of transacting business, I propose to

s ign LB 52 0, LB 520A , LB 567 , and LB 56 7A .
p lease ch e c k i n . Sen at or Byars . Se n at o r
Senator Labedz. Members will return to y ou r

m otion ?

a re r e c e s s e d .

RECESS
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That i s a l l t h at I hav e .

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: Lad i e s and gentleme:, welcome to the George W.
Norris Legislative Chamber. We hav~ with us this morning as our
Chaplain of the day, Pastor Jim McGaffen of the Victory Outreach
in Omaha. You might be interested to know that his f athe r was
the Chairman of the Board of Nebraska Education TV at one time
and he was also News Director of WOW-TV. Would you please rise
for the invocation by Pastor McGaffen.

PASTOR McGAFFEN: (Prayer o f f e r e d .)

PRESIDENT: (Gavel.) Thank you, Pastor McGaffen. W e apprec i a t e
your being here. Roll call, please. M r. C l e r k , p l eas e .

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Th an k you . Do we have any corrections to the
Journa l t od a y?

CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: D o w e h ~ v e a n y m e s sages , repor t s , o r ann o u n c ement .=?

CLERK: M r . Pr es i d en t , I have received a series of veto messages
from the Governor, specifical' y a veto message on LB 16 3 and
LB 163A, LB 164 and LB 16 4A , L B 1 8 7 , LB 18 7 A , L B 5 03 , LB 503A,
LB 520A, LB 536 , LB 662 , LB 662A, LB 678 , LB 6 78A , LB 898 ,
L B 1031 , LB 112 6, LB 117 0 , LB 122 0 . All of those messages will
be placed in the Journal, Mr. President. ( See p a ge s 1 9 1 2 - 2 5 . )

PRESIDENT: Than k y ou . How about the confirmation r epor t ,

CLERK: M r . Pr es i d e n t , confirmation report offered b y S e n a t o r
Lamb is found on page 1852 of the Journal.

PRESIDENT: Senator Lamb, please.

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. Pre sident and members, the Committee on
Transportation reports favorably on a number of ap pointments.
We have three for the Board of Public Roads Classification"­and
Standards. They are Marvin Athey, William Lindholm, a nd R o b e r t
Stutzman. There were no negative votes for those appointments.

Transportation Committee.

13046



A pri l 9 , 199 0 LB 503, 1019

Record, Mr. C l e r k .

favorable vote on this override.

pointed out, we have a very limited staff at DED, very limited
attention focused on this particular area within DED. And here
we are promoting ourselves as an economic development state, and
yet we' re doing nothing to promote ourselves out si de o f t he
state on the international level where opportunities abound, I
think. We' re one of five, or si x , or sev e n st at es t hat do n ' t
have a ny , any pr es e nce wor ld w i d e , and I think this bill would
have had...helped build on that. So I will, I will ask for your

P RESIDENT: Tha n k y o u . The question is, shall t he v e to of
LB 1019 b e ov er r i d d en? All in favor vote aye, opposed nay.

CLERK: (Record vote re ad as f ou n d on pages 2034-35 of the
Legislative Journal.) 12 ayes, 31 nays, Mr. Pr e s ident, on the
override .

PRESIDENT: Motion fails. LB 503 .

C LERK: Mr . Pr e si d e n t , L B.. .Senator s Kr i st en s e n , Baack,
Chambers, B e r n ard- Stevens and Goodrich would move that LB 503
become law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor.

PRESIDENT: Senator Kristensen, please.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: T hank you, Mr . P r e s i dent , members of the
body. LB 503 is not one of those politically sensitive bills,
it's certainly not one that's controversi a l , no matter which
side of the fe nce you' re on, but it's one that we probably
should do. I t's the raise of the c onstitutional o ff i ce r s .
Senator Baack will go through with you and try to give you some
idea, since it's out of the Government Committee, w hat t ho s e
raises are exactly, it will give him something to do when I give
him some of my time. Seriously, this is one of those issues
that I don't understand why they get vetoed, but they do. And I
think previous Governor's have vetoed these bills for a variet y
of r e a s ons be c ause they fear political reprisals, they fear
adverse reaction. S omewhere we' ve got to stand u p and say ,
look, the people who are going to be the chief executive officer
of this state, not only the Governor, but the Attorney General,
the Auditor, the Secretary of State a nd s o on dese r v e t o b e
fairly compensated, they lack poorly. They are far behind their
colleagues in every other state in this country. I assume that
you remember our discussion about where they rank, particularly
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you.

approximately.

I believe the Governor in the State of Nebraska is near the
bottom. I t hink there are only three or four Governor's below
the Governor of the State of Nebraska in terms of compensation .
The raises that we propose are small. I think it's only about
55,000 dollars this year. If I could give you two words t o do
or two items, if you believe that the Governor is going to get
re-elected, I would vote to override this. For t ho s e of you
that believe the Governor is not going to be re-elected and
there is going to be a new Governor, I also would vote for this.
So, if you' re in either one of those camps, I think t hi s i s a
b il l t hat you ought to vote to override. And, with that, I
would urge y ou to d o s o . Thank you.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y ou . Senator Pete r son , p l e a se .

SENATOR PETERSON: ( Response inaudib l e . )

PRESIDENT: O kay, S e nato r Baa c k , about three m i nutes,

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, Mr. President and colleagues. I know he
said I was going to tell you how much these salaries increase, I
can't e ven r emember. We add some to this one, a little more to
t hat on e, and I don't remember the exact n umbers tha t w ei ncreased t h o se . It adds up to about $55,000 a year. But t h i s
is one of those issues that an incumbent Governor who is running
for re-election is naturally going to veto, and I think at that
point it becomes incumbent upon us as a body to take the lead in
this and say , y e s , we are goi ng t o i ncr e as e t hos e s alar i e s ,because, i f we don ' t do i t today, these salaries cannot be
increased for these people until 1995, that is going on way too
long for having salaries that are way below the average in this
country. And this is something that we absolutely need t o do
t oday . And I would urge you to vote for the override. Thank

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . S enator P e t e r s on , p l e a s e , f o l l owed by

SENATOR PETERSON: Mr. President and members, I haven't spoken
all day, and I' ve got to stand up and talk for just a couple
minutes h er e . I probably got more lobbying on this issue than
some of the others. It's kind of interesting. What do y ou do
when yo u go bac k and tell your constituents, when you' re
spending on a lot of these items that we' re doing, and I k no w a

Senator Chambers.
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lot of my constituents would love to be making a salary that our
constitutional officers are. And it's kind of amusing that even
constitutional officers are lobbying pretty strong for this. I
find it real amusing, and I think John Q. Public needs t o k n o w
that that's going on. Where do we continue to get the money to
keep funding all the things that we' re passing? W e spend mor e
and more ev er y y e ; , and we create more p r ograms, and we cre a te
more bureaucracy with raising people's salar i es . I 'd l ike t o
get more money, too, but that's not possible. It's getting
unbelievable how we spend in here and then the Governor, whoever
they are, has to veto out millions of dollars. A nd what w o u l d
you do , i f you was Gov e rnor sitting over there, in either
political party? We are spend, s pend, spend. Y o u know I g o t a
little saying that I'd like to give you, government spends what
government receives, plus whatever they can get away with. I 'd
like to repeat that. Government s p ends what government
receives, plus whatever they can get away wi th . And we ' r e
getting away with way too much. I ask you to sustain the
Governor's v e to .

PRESIDENT: T h ank you. Senator Chambers, pl e a s e, f ol lowed b y

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
these salaries can only be increased once every four years. And
at the rate we find them now an increase is justified. ForS enator P e t e r son a n d others who are q uea s y a bout r ai si n g
salaries, there is another bill coming up where a sa l ar y
increase that was put in some time ago has not even been
r eal i ze d y e t , and they' re trying to get some additional
increases. So , if you' re going to take out after that kind of
activity, wait for that bill. They don't h ave t o wait e ver y
four yea r s as these constitutional officers do. And these
constitutional officers do not have the lobbyists, SenatorPeterson, t ha t that other group does. So I think it would be
fair to override, in this instance. And I strongly support the
overri de . Senat or Peterson asked what would we do if we were
Governor. Were I Governor, Senator Peterson, this bill would
h ave b e e n si g n e d and I would have been speaking directly in
favor of increases for the people in these various offices. As
S enator , S e na t o r , ah, my seatmate, Senator, Senator, w hat' s t h a t
man's n ame? Sen at o r " Carton" , S e n a t o r "Carton" , oh, Senator
Boxes, ( l a ugh) I ' m s o r r y . A s Senator B oxes s a i d , we s h oul d do
this, and I agree with him 100 percent.

Senator Withem.
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PRESIDENT: T h ank you. Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, Nr. President, members of the body, this
is the type of veto that's really tempting to sustain, to have a
Governor veto her own salary and say, let her live with i t .There ar e som e of us that wonder how long she's going to be
living with this particular salary. But that gets into the
partisan aspect of this sort of thing. A couple of y e ar s a go
we, on this floor of the Legislature, spent an awful lot of our
time and an awful lot of our energy raising our salaries. I
don't know if Senator Peterson has turned back his pay increasebecause i t ' s t oo much, or donated it to salary, or what he ' s
done. But we looked at statistics on where w e com pare with
other states on legislative salaries, and we indicated that we
felt that'we needed an increase. And we did it. And it wasn' t
all that popular among a lot of constituents. Yeah, we did g e t
people to vote for it, but we had some fingers pointed a t u s.And we di d i t because we knew it was the right thing to do,
that, if you don't make public service worthwhile, you' re not
going to get worthwhile people to serve the public. And that ' s
all there is to it. Constitutional officers salar ie s can onl y
b e r a i s e d on c e ev er y f our y e a r s. Four ye a r s a g o t hey d i d
receive a raise. It was a tough issue at that time. If wedon't pass 503 over the Governor's veto, it will be another four
years. And , no, nobody is going to starve to death, but we' re
going to get further behind in Nebraska . And good , qua l i t y
individuals, not for Governor, there is always somebody that
wants to be Governor, but there is not always somebody that
wants to be S tate Auditor,or somebody that wants to be State
Treasurer , S e n a to r S c h i mek, or some o f t hose other so r t s o f
issues. (Laughter.) You know, I guess there is always somebody
that vill take on those jobs (laugh). But we really do need to,
in all seriousness, we really do need to make these positions
worthwhile. I wish the Governor had not vetoed this particular
measure. I do n't think anybody would have said anything about
it had she allowed a reasonable pay increase to go into e ffec t .
I think we should sustain the Kristensen veto.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . S enator Kor shoj , pl e a s e .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Question.

PRESIDENT: Question has been called. Do I se e f i v e h a n d s '? I
do, and the question is, s hal l d e b a t e c e a s e ? All those in favor

13304



A pril 9 , 19 9 0 LB 503

vote aye, opposed nay. Record, Mr. Cl e r k , p l e a s e .

CLERK: 28 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Kristensen, to close, please.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank you, Nr. Pr e s i d ent. I would, n o t
knowing whether he's speaking for me or against me, but I w i l l
yield Senator Warner part of my closing.

PRESIDENT: Senator Warner, please.

SENATOR WARNER: Thank you, Senator K r i s t e n s en . I j us t w an t t o
make a brief comment. It is a modest change, a modest increase,
which I think we ought to do. And one of the main reasons that
I think we ought to do it, when you make the adjustments every
eight years, then inevitably we get into the argument that the
percentage i nc r e as e i s too much at one time, even though you
ought to average it out over a period of time. And I t h i n k t hi s
modest adjustment, which cannot be changed again for four years,
is an appropriate thing to do. W ith th at , I wi l l r e l i nq u i s h my
time of Senator Kristensen's time back to him as he makes his
way back to the mike.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank you, Senator Warner . I n c l o s i n g ,
something that is never pleasant to do is to come in and say,
look, these people aren't paid enough and we n eed t o i nc r e a s e
their salaries. But I think it's almost unthinkable that, if
we' re going to have the chief executive officer of this state
only making $58,000 in comparison to other salaries that are
earned in other jobs for a billion dollar budget that you' re in
c harge a t som e time or another, the salary nee ds t o be
increased. The salary for the Governor, for example, i s onl y
g oing t o g o u p t o $ 6 5 , 0 00 . It is a modest increase. And, wi t h
that, I think we ought to do what the r ight thing i s an d
increase the constitutional officers and it will be something we
won't see for at least another four years. With that, I would
urge the override of this veto. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: T h ank you. The question is, shall the override of
LB 503 be over r i dden'? All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay.
H ave you al l v o t e d ? Record, Mr. C l e r k , pl ea s e .

CLERK: (Record v o te t ake n. See pages 2 0 3 5 - 36 of t he
Legislative Journal.) 3 5 ayes, 8 n a ys , Nr . P re s i d ent , o n t h e
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motion that LB 503 become law notwithstanding the objections of

G overnor .

t he Govern o r .

PRESIDENT: The veto is overridden on LB 503. LB 50 3A .

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , S enator Kr i s t en s e n would move t h at
LB 503A be c ome l aw notwithstanding the objections of the

PRESIDENT: Senator Kristensen, please.

SENATOR K R I STENSEN: Thank you . In th e interest of time, I
would just urge the body to override LB 503A. T hank you .

PRESIDENT: Di d you wi sh t o c l o se ?

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: No.

PRESIDENT: Okay, the question is, shall the veto of LB 503A be
over r i d d e n ? Al l i n f avo r v ot e ay e , o ppo s e d n a y . Record ,
Mr. C l e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: ( Record v o t e t ake n . See p ag e 20 3 6 o f the Legislative
Journal.) 38 ayes, 6 nays, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: The ve t o on LB 50 3A i s o ve r r i dd en . LB 164 ,

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Ashfor d wou l d mo ve t ha t 164
become law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor.

PRESIDENT: Senator Ashford, please.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank y ou , M r . Pr e s i d en t , members. Briefly, I
would like to go back to last year and just use my time to bring
you up - t o - d a t e o n w hat h as h app e n e d at Joslyn Castle since
Februar y o f 19 89 . At that point, as you recall, the sc hool
district. in Omaha or the school board decided that it wanted to
sel l , o r was g oi ng t o se l l Jo s l yn Cas t l e , and a b i dd i n g p r oc es s
w as unde r t a k en , de c i s i on w a s made to sell for, at that time, for
commercial purposes. It was at that point that I got involved,
Senator Lindsay got involved and others to attempt to try to
find other alternatives for this...for the castle. And we went
through various alternatives. The bo dy h as b e en extremely
patient and cooperative and suppo r t i v e o f ou r efforts throughout

please.
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record.

employee is 21, State Patrol is 21, other school employees in
Omaha, no age limit and the judges are no age limit. So,
therefore, I would ask that you override the veto of 834. I t
doesn't cost any more money. It doesn't cost any money. It
will keep young people in Nebraska. It will want them to help
work for the state and do a good job for the state and I ask for
your override. Tha nk you, Nr. Pr e s ident.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Di scu s s i on? Senator Elmer,
followed by Senator Schellpeper.

SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, Nr . Sp e aker. To be very br i ef , and
Senator Habe r man said it and said it well, all private
businesses are required to allow their employees to participate
when they' re 19. I think the state should go at least as low as
20 to give consideration, allow these young people to accumulate
a little more for retirement. It's not going to cost the state
any money. I would urge your override. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y ou . Senator Schel lpeper .

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Tha n k you, Nr . Sp e aker , and members, I
also rise to support this override. We have some very dedicated
employees in this state and I think this is just another thing
we can do for the employees. So I think Senator Haberman said
it all and I would just move for the override.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Anyt hi n g further , Se n a t or
Haberman? If not, the question is, shall LB 834 b e ove r r i d den?
All in favor vote aye, opposed nay. H ave you al l v o t ed? Please .

CLERK: (Record vote read. See pages 2054-55 of the Legislative
J ournal. ) . 31 aye s , 0 nays, Mr. President, on the override of

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 834 i s o v e r r i dden. A nd l e t the r ecor d
show that the Ch air is certifying that the Legislature has
overridden the following vetoes, notwithstanding the objections
of the Governor, LB 834, IB 1043, IB 1222 and LB 1222A, LB 1170,
LB 1004 a n d L B 1004A, LB 843 and LB 843A, LB 1059 and LB 1059A,
LB 1126, LB l l . . . ex c use me, LB 536 , L B 42 and LB 42A, LB 164 and
LB 164A, LB 1031, LB 503 , and LB 503A, LB 163 and L B 163A, a n d
LB 834. Anything for the record at all, Nr. Clerk?

LB 834.
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